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How do you form a limited liability corporation? How about a nonprofit company? What about writing an 
employee handbook?  

Those questions and more are being answered for free by a new office aiming to help aspiring law and 
business students as well as small business owners.  

The new Western New England College Law and Business Center for Advancing Entrepreneurship is 
providing free services from offices downtown. The center is located inside the Scibelli Enterprise Center, 
affiliated with Springfield Technical Community College, on Federal Street.  

The law and business center opened last month with Aimee Griffin Munnings as its director. Munnings is a 
recent graduate of Western New England College's School of Law and is executive director of the New 
England Black Chamber of Commerce.  

Munnings said requests for advice have been easy to come by. "The day the phones were installed, they 
began to ring," she said.  

The center is one of five legal clinics associated with the law school at Western New England College. 
Students participate in the clinics under the supervision of faculty members at the law school to learn more 
about real-world legal issues.  

In 2003, the school started a business law clinic in addition to existing clinics for consumer protection, 
criminal law and real estate law, according to Eric J. Gouvin, a law professor and associate academic dean 
at Western New England College. The clinic helped new businesses housed in the "incubator" at Springfield 
Technical Community College.  

The incubator is home to new businesses started by high school and college students.  

Gouvin said he began to notice that some of the problems faced by the entrepreneurs were more business-
oriented than legal.  

"Although we could always find a legal problem, many of the clients had more pressing business issues," he 
said.  

Gouvin began to believe that a joint clinic run by law and business school students would be more helpful to 
entrepreneurs. A local family foundation, which Gouvin said wanted to remain anonymous, provided funds to 
start the center.  

"Right where we are, at the intersection of law and business, there was a hole we could fill," he said.  

In addition to answering questions for individual businesses, the center will feature a library of reference 
works and plans to hold workshops and conferences.  
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